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SUBJECT: PROTEST TO LIBYA OVER NAVY AIRCRAFT INCIDENT 

1 . MORNING OF JANUARY 28, NEA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
DAY CALLED IN LIBYAN CHARGE TO DELIVER PROTEST NOTE CON- 
CERNING INCIDENT JANUARY 27 WHEN U.S. NAVY PLANE WAS 
HARASSED IN MID-AIR OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS BY TWO LIBYAN 
MIRAGES. CHARGE ASKED IF WE EXPECTED LARG RESPONSE AND 
WAS TOLD THAT USG WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY EXPLANATION 
LARG PREPARED TO GIVE. DETAILS OF INCIDENT ARE INCLUDED 

IN NOTE, TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WISHES TO INFORM 
THE EMBASSY OF THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC THAT ON THE MORNING 
OF JANUARY 27, 1977, TWO LIBYAN MIRAGE AIRCRAFT ENGAGED IN 
IRRESPONSIBLE AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS MANEUVERS OVER INTER- 
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NATIONAL WATERS WHICH THREATENED THE SAFETY OF A UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT AIRPLANE AT LATITUDE 34-09 NORTH, 

LONGITUDE 13-08 EAST BEGINNING AT 10:32 A.M. GREENWICH MEAN 
TIME. 

THE TWO LIBYAN AIRCRAFT APPROACHED AN UNARMED UNITED STATES 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT FROM THE SOUTHEAST, COMING TO WITHIN 
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200 FEET OF THE UNITED STATES AIRCRAFT WHICH WAS FLYING AT 
AN ALTITUDE OF 13,500 FEET. ONE OF THE LIBYAN FIGHTERS 
THEN MANEUVERED DIRECTLY OVER THE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT BY 
ROLLING FROM A POSITION ON THE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT'S LEFT 
TO ITS RIGHT, AND ACCELERATED SO AS TO PASS DIRECTLY AHEAD 
OF THE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT AT A DISTANCE OF 200 FEET. THE 
TWO LIBYAN AIRCRAFT THEN TOOK UP A POSITION APPROXIMATELY 
TWO MILES BEHIND THE AMERICAN AIRCRAFT, ONE LIBYAN AIR 
CRAFT PERFORMED A MANEUVER SIMILAR TO A GUNNERY APPROACH, 
AND THE UNITED STATES AIRCRAFT WAS ILLUMINATED WITH LIBYAN 
FIRE CONTROL RADAR UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 10:43 A.M. GREEN- 
WICH MEAN TIME. THROUGHOUT ITS FLIGHT, THE UNITED STATES 
AIRCRAFT NEVER PROCEEDED CLOSER THAN 53 NAUTICAL MILES 
FROM LIBYAN TERRITORY, AND THE DANGEROUS MANEUVERS 
DESCRIBED TOOK PLACE APPROXIMATELY 75 NAUTICAL MILES 
NORTH OF TRIPOLI. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HEREBY PROTESTS IN THE STRONG- 
EST TERMS THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE LIBYAN AIRCRAFT CON- 
STITUTED AN EXTREME HAZARD TO THE SAFE NAVIGATION OF THE 
AMERICAN AIRCRAFT OVER THE HIGH SEAS, AND WERE IN VIOLA- 
TION OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS OF AVIATION SAFETY. THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WOULD CONSIDER IT A DANGEROUS 
AND UNFRIENDLY ACT SHOULD SUCH AN INCIDENT RECUR AND WOULD 
HOLD THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC FULLY 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR ANY FUTURE INCIDENTS IN WHICH UNITED 
STATES AIRCRAFT TRANSITING INTERNATIONAL AIR SPACE WERE 
THREATENED. END QUOTE. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY SHOULD DELIVER COPY OF 
ABOVE TEXT TO MFA, INDICATING THAT ORIGINAL NOTE WAS 
HANDED TO LIBYAN CHARGE GASHUT ON IANUARY 28 AND REPORT 
TO DEPARTMENT BY IMMEDIATE CABLE WHEN NOTE DELIVERED. 
EMBASSY SHOULD ALSO REPORT PROMPTLY ANY LARG COMMENTS/ 
EXPLANATION. 

VANCE 
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